
Planting Bulbs This Fall for Spring Color by Kim Hartmann 

Bulbs planted in the fall can fill your garden with vibrant color from early spring into summer. They are generally hardy, easy to 
grow and can be inter-planted with other perennials and shrubs. Bulbs should be planted between late September and mid - 
November. Planting depth is determined by the type of bulb (4 inches deep for crocus, 6 inches deep for hyacinths, 8 inches deep 
for tulips and iris). Standing water can rot bulbs so make sure the area for planting is well-drained. When choosing bulbs, make 
sure they are fat and firm. Avoid any bulbs that are soft, flabby, moldy, or whose papery cover is missing. Fertilize with bone meal. 
 

Alliums have distinct globe-like blooms in shades of purples, creams, and pinks that make this tall, regal flower 
stand out. Even without the flower color, the dried globe heads are very attractive in the garden. They range 
from the size of a dime to a softball. The spheres are made up of small star-shaped flowers blooming from May 
to June. Because of their oniony scent, alliums are deer and rabbit resistant. Try Allium ‘Globemaster’ for a 
large showy display. Try Allium moly ‘Jeannine.’ otherwise known as golden garlic, for unique yellow flowers. 

Crocus have small, cheery flowers in white, cream, yellow, lavender and purple shades. They open during the 
day and close in the evening. There are more than 80 species of crocus, but the hybrids tend to be a little 
larger and bloom a little later. However, they are still one of the earliest flowers to appear in the spring, often 
getting snowed on. Crocus is a wonderful choice for naturalizing or planting in lawns. While most crocus bloom 
in early to mid-spring, there are a few that bloom in the fall such as the ‘Saffron’ variety. 

Crown Imperials (Fritallaria) are one of the most unusual-looking spring flowers. Each exotic plant has a single, 
strong stalk, topped by large, hanging blossoms, which are crowned by a fringe of leaves.  It can reach an 
unusual height of two feet. You can use a single plant as a centerpiece or a cluster as a focal point in your 
design. The flowers appear in late spring for about four weeks. Flowers come in red, yellow and orange. Crown 
Imperials make great cut flowers as well. 

Hyacinths are favored for their intense colors and intoxicating fragrance. Flower colors include rich magenta 
and deep purple as well as paler pinks, baby blues, yellows and white. The big, puffy flower heads of 
Hyacinthus orientalis are made up of dozens of small, fragrant, tubular flowers. Hyacinths are in the lily family. 
Take a look at each one individually, smell its overwhelming perfume, and you're bound to notice a family 
resemblance. The bulbs are also easy to force into bloom indoors. Grape hyacinths (muscari) are a dainty 
smaller version that looks like a cluster of grapes. Wildlife will leave hyacinths alone.   

Daffodils (Narcissus) are the most carefree of all spring-flowers. They grow almost anywhere and aren’t 
bothered by deer or rodents. Best of all, daffodils multiply quickly. They return every spring in greater numbers 
and will bloom reliably for generations. Daffodil flowers come in many different shapes, sizes and color 
combinations. There are officially 13 different classifications based on flower shape. Deer and rodents don't 
touch them. They come in luscious shades of yellow, cream, and pink, and many are fragrant.   

Scilla are a hard to miss in their naturalized drifts of blue. Siberian squill (Scilla siberica) should be planted 
where they'll have plenty of room to roam—because they will. Luckily the foliage is low and wispy, so you 
won't have to watch it fade away for weeks after the flowers disappear. Plant them in the lawn, along paths, 
under trees, and in rock gardens, and watch your yard turn into a river of blue. 

Summer snowflake (Leucojum aestivum) This ornamental plant is commonly known as Loddon Lily. The stalk of 
this plant reaches a height of one foot with flowers appearing on the top. The bell-shaped white flowers like lily 
of the valley look beautiful and its tepals are green-tipped giving it a unique look. The way flowers grow 
downwards it seems as if they’re offering a message of being humble even if you own the beauty. Another 
peculiar trait of the blooms–they are mildly chocolate scented.  

Tulips come in a wide array of bright and cheery colors. Plan it right, and you can get three months' worth of 
bloom time from them. The earliest varieties will start blooming in March. The late season bloomers will still 
be blooming in May. Tulips are not as long lived as other bulbs, so they should be replanted more often. Tulips 
need to be protected from deer, squirrels, and all the other animals attracted by their tasty petals. Try 
’Bestseller’, ‘Angelique’, ‘Monsella’ and ‘Mondial’ for a wide variety of colors and forms.  


